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To  THE  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  Battle  Rural  District 
Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

The  statistics  reveal  that  the  health  of  the  District  compares 
favourably  with  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  continued  activity  of  this  Council  in 
the  matter  of  providing  safe  water  supplies  and  sewerage  systems  to 
hitherto  deprived  areas.  Much  more  would  have  been  done  if  not  for 
the  economic  difficulties  arising  from  inflation. 

I hope  that  the  brake  which  has  been  applied,  albeit  reluctantly, 
on  new  and  urgently  required  schemes  will  soon  be  eased.  The  health 
of  the  people  is  vitally  linked  with  the  provision  of  these  fundamentals. 

The  making  of  Improvement  Grants  has  fulfilled  a worthwhile 
purpose  in  conserving  houses  already  built  and  transforming  them  into 
fit  residences  where  in  many  cases  demolition  would  have  been  the  only 
remedy. 

The  close  liaison  enjoyed  between  this  department  and  the 
Housing  Manager  is  much  appreciated,  thus  enabling  the  Committees 
concerned  to  make  the  best  use  of  their  resources  in  alleviating  the 
effects  on  health,  both  physical  and  mental,  of  poor  housing. 

During  the  year  Sanitary  Inspectors  became  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  a more  apt  description  of  their  many  duties  covering  the 
vast  field  of  public  health.  Public  Health  work  is  essentially  team  work 
throughout  the  Department  and  this  is  e.xemplified  by  the  attitude  of 
all  concerned,  both  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  clerical  staff. 

Mr.  Dunford  was  appointed  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I 
am  grateful  to  him  and  the  other  Inspectors  for  their  loyal  support. 

This  District  is  enjoying  the  benefit  of  its  vigorous  immunisation 
campaign  against  diphtheria  and  I am  happy  to  record  that  there  have 
not  been  any  cases  of  this  dread  disease  during  the  past  ii  years.  The 
success  of  the  Immunisation  Campaign  owes  much  to  the  careful  and 
able  work  of  the  Immunisation  Clerk  (Miss  Hearnshaw). 

I am  obliged  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  other  Chief  Officers 
for  their  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Councillors,  and  in  particular  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  for  their  stimulating 
interest  and  support. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  I.  SILVERTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Watch  Oak, 

Battle,  Sussex. 
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STATISTICS  RELATING  TO  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Area  of  district  in  acres 
(estimated) 

117.147 

117,147 

117.147 

117.147 

Population  (Registrar 
General’s  estimate  for 
mid-year) 

29,700 

29,780 

29,850 

29,810 

Rateable  value  . . 

£225,305 

£230,397 

£235.111 

£342,953 

Sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate  (estimated) 

£895 

£910 

(31-12.55) 

£928 

(31.12.56) 

£1.355 

Number  of  rateable  pre- 
mises at  ist  April 

11,690 

11.893 

12,004 

11.938 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATE 


Battle  Rural  District 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate . . 

. . 168 

188 

356 

Illegitimate 

12 

5 

17 

iSo 

193 

373 

Stillbirths : 

Legitimate . . 

7 

4 

II 

Illegitimate 

I 

0 

I 

8 

4 

12 

Live  birth  rate  per  i,ooo  home  population 
Corrected  birth  rate . . 

Still  birth  rate  per  i,ooo  births  (live  and  still) 
Still  birth  rate  per  i,ooo  home  population 


Battle  England 

R.D.  and  Wales 
12.51  15.6 

14.76  — 

31.17  23.0 

0.4  0.34 


The  increased  proportion  of  aged  people  in  the  population  of  this 
District  will  account  for  the  apparently  decreased  birth  rate  as  compared 
with  England  and  Wales.  The  Corrected  Birth  Rate  discounts  this 
bias  and  makes  it  possible  to  compare  these  figures  on  the  basis  of 
similarly  constituted  populations. 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES 

Baltic 

R.D. 

Death  rate  per  i,ouo  of  resident  population  (Crude)  14-72 

*Corrected  deatli  rate  . . . . . . . . 10.3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  . . . . . . 3 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live 

births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.04 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i year  . . . . . . 7 


England 
and  Wale^ 

II. 7 

11,780 

16.9 

16,471 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  i year  per  1,000  live 

births  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.76  23.8 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still 

births  . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil  0.56 


*The  Death  Rate  is  “ Corrected  ” in  order  to  be  comparable  with  that  tor 
England  and  Wales,  the  comparability  factor  being  0.70. 


DEATHS  FROM  SPECIFIC  CAUSES  AND 
RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION 


Battle  R.D. 

England  ai 

id  Wales 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rates 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rates 

'tuberculosis  (res]5iratory) 

3 

0.  10 

4,84b 

0 . 10 

'tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . . 

4 

0.13 

3.3b8 

0.12 

Influenza  . . 

■> 

0 . 06 

0.0b 

Pneumonia 

I 1 

0 . 40 

^3,173 

0.52 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

114 

0.00 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

33 

1.84 

74,783 

I.b7 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus 

JO 

0-33 

18, 184 

0.41 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

'> 

0 . Ob 

.5,031 

0 . 1 1 

Home  accidents  . . 

7 

0.24 

(),qo8 

0. 13 

,\11  other  accidents 

7 

0.24 

4,37^ 

0.00 

1 


DETAILED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

2 

I 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . . . 

O 

I 

I 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

O 

I 

I 

Malignant  neoplasms  . . 

30 

32 

O2 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

I 

I 

2 

Diabetes 

I 

2 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . 

21 

40 

C4 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

35 

20 

53 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

6 

I I 

Other  heart  disease 

47 

48 

95 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

17 

23 

Influenza 

I 

I 

n 

Pneumonia 

5 

7 

12 

Bronchitis 

I. 5 

2 

17 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

.■) 

■'> 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

3 

5 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

4 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

4 

0 

4 

Congenital  malformations 

I 

0 

I 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases 

22 

22 

44 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

I 

I 

2 

All  other  accidents 

3 

I I 

14 

Suicide  . . 

2 

0 

2 

214 

225 

439 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1953 

1954 

1955 

i95fi 

(i)  Diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system 
* (Coronary  disease  and 
angina) 

183  (42.7%) 
43  (io-o%) 

184  (41.4%) 
54  (12.1%) 

174  (40.3%) 
59  (13-6%) 

184  (41-9%) 
55  (12.5%) 

(ii)  Malignant  neoplasms 
(cancer) 

58  (13-5%) 

67  (15-9%) 

78  (18.1%  ) 

62  (14-1%) 

(Cancer  of  lung  and 
bronchus) 

6 (1.4%) 

15  (3-3%) 

II  (2.5%) 

10  (2.2%) 

(iii)  Vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system 

68  (15.8%) 

62  (13-9%) 

60  (13-9%) 

64  (14.5%) 

(iv)  Respiratory  diseases  (ex- 
cluding tuberculosis) . . 

23  (5-3%) 

38  (8.5%) 

38  (8.8%) 

36  (8.2%) 

*Coronary  disease  and  aw^iwa— Research  has  not  revealed  a definite  cause  but  it 
would  appear  that  excess  weight  and  mental  stress,  particularly  in  the  pro- 
fessional and  business  executive  classes,  are  important  factors. 
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DEATHS— 65  YEARS  OF  AGE  AND  OVER 


Battle  R.D 
1954  i9.‘55 

1954 

London  * 

1955 

1956 

Total  deaths 

444 

431 

439 

34.469 

37.877 

38,317 

Number  of  deaths  65 
years  and  over 

322 

323 

343 

23.563 

25.615 

26,239 

Percentage  of  total 
deaths 

72.5 

74.0 

78 . 1 

68 . 3 

67 . 6 

68 . 4 

* England  and  Wales  not  available 


LUNG  CANCER  AND  SMOKING 

The  Medical  Research  Council  has  published  the  results  of  investiga- 
tions into  the  relationship  between  lung  cancer  and  smoking  and  has 
stated  without  any  possibility  of  bias  that  cigarette  smoking  is  a major 
cause  of  lung  cancer. 

Atmospheric  pollution  and  consumption  of  alcohol  have  not  been 
found  to  be  significant  factors  in  increasing  the  incidence  of  lung  cancer. 

In  males  50-54  years  of  age  the  lung-cancer  death  rate  was  one  half 
of  the  total  cancer  death  rate  and  about  one  eighth  of  the  total  death 
rate  from  all  causes  in  males. 

Ratio  of  death  rates  among  men  and  women  is  in  accordance  with 
what  is  known  of  the  smoking  habits  of  the  two  sexes. 

At  current  death  rates  the  proportion  of  lifelong  heavy  cigarette 
smokers  who  will  die  of  lung  cancer  is  about  i in  8,  the  corresponding 
figure  for  non-smokers  being  i in  300. 

Health  education  must  start  in  the  schools,  a recent  survey  has 
shown  that  smoking  may  start  as  early  as  8 years  and  be  a confirmed 
habit  by  13  years ; unfortunately  this  practice  is  condoned  by  too  many 
parents. 

Parents  mindful  of  the  likelihood  of  their  children  wishing  to 
emulate  them  will  take  care  to  smoke  in  private  and  not  within  the 
family  circle.  I can  visualise  a complete  reversal  where  the  addicted 
parent  will  retire  to  smoke  by  stealth  in  order  not  to  offend  the  rest  of 
the  family  and  will  guiltily  remove  all  traces,  hoping  that  the  tainted 
atmosphere  will  escape  notice. 

It  is  not  many  years  ago  that  spitting  was  an  accepted  practice, 
provided  the  spittoon  was  used,  and  these  were  provided  in  most  bars. 
All  sorts  of  fines  and  sanctions  were  imposed  upon  those  who  were 
indiscriminate  in  disposal,  nowadays  the  public  have  become  sufficiently 
educated  in  hygiene  to  make  this  objectionable  practice  in  public 
completely  taboo. 

Smoking  during  working  hours  by  bakers  and  food  shop  assistants 
has  been  made  an  offence  under  Regulation  g of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955,  because  of  probable  contamination  of  food  and  the 
dissemination  of  disease.  Some  cinemas  are  at  present  experimenting 
in  banning  smoking  as  being  an  atmospheric  pollutant  and  objectionable 
to  people  sitting  in  nearby  seats. 

The  future  might  quite  easily  see  this  addiction  to  smoking  relegated 
to  unpleasant  practices  of  the  past  in  common  with  spitting. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


P 

ulmor 

Case 

lary 

s 

Non 

-Puln 

Case 

lonary 

s 

T 

(£ 

Dtal  C 
ill  for 

ases 

ms) 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

I.  No.  on  Register  at  ist 
January,  1956 

51 

44 

95 

8 

I I 

19 

59 

55 

114 

2.  Cases  previously  re- 
moved and  re- noti- 
fied in  1956 

3.  Primary  notifications 
received  in  1956  . . 

4 

7 

I I 

4 

7 

II 

4.  Cases  moved  into  area 
as  transfers 

3 

II 

14 

— 

— 

— 

3 

I I 

14 

Totals  . . 

58 

62 

120 

8 

II 

19 

66 

73 

139 

5.  Cases  removed  from 
Register  in  1956  . . 

7 

15 

22 

— 

— 

— 

7 

15 

22 

6.  Number  on  Register  at 
31st  December,  1956 

51 

47 

98 

8 

II 

19 

5'J 

58 

117 

1955 

Total  Cases 
(all  forms) 

1956 

Total  Cases 
(all  forms) 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

I . Number  on  Register  at  ist  Jan. 

61 

52 

113 

59 

55 

114 

2.  Cases  previously  removed  and 

re-notified  during  year 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Primary  notifications  received 

during  year 

8 

6 

14 

4 

7 

I I 

4.  Cases  moved  into  area  as 

transfers 

2 

6 

8 

3 

I I 

14 

Totals  . . 

71 

65 

136 

66 

73 

139 

5.  Cases  removed  from  Register 

during  year  . . 

I 2 

10 

22 

7 

15 

22 

6.  Number  on  Register  at  31st  Dec. 

59 

55 

1 14 

59 

58 

117 
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ANALYSIS  OF  REMOVALS  IN  1956 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total  Cases 
(all  forms) 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Left  District 

Cured 

Died* 

6 

I 

II 

3 

I 

— 

— 

6 

I 

I I 

3 

I 

17 

3 

2 

Totals 

7 

15 

— 

— 

7 

15 

22 

*In  addition,  one  male  died  from  causes  not  primarily  tuberculosis,  and  one 
female,  not  on  Register,  died  from  Uraemia  and  Renal  tuberculosis 


Tabulated  lists  (in  age  groups)  of  New  Cases  notified  in  this  District 
and  all  Deaths  during  the  current  year  : 


New 

(Primary  Nc 

Cases 

TIFICATIONS) 

All  D 

EATHS 

Age 

Pulmr 

>nary 

N( 

pulm 

3n- 

onary 

Pulmc 

)nary 

N( 

pulm 

5n- 

onary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3—5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 — 10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

II— 15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—25 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26—35 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36—45 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46 — 60 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Over  60 

I 

4 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

I 

Totals  . . 

4 

7 

— 

— 

2 

I 

— 

I 

II 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 

In  consequence  of  a meeting  with  the  Director  of  the  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Unit  early  in  1956,  it  was  considered  essential  to  give  the  resi- 
dents in  the  remote  areas  an  opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  this 
service  by  holding  clinics  within  easy  reach  of  their  homes. 

This  survey  incorporated  all  persons  from  10  years  of  age  upwards 
and  special  arrangements  were  made  to  examine  both  the  school 
children  and  the  adult  population  within  the  parishes  concerned. 


The  results  of  the  survey  are  set  out  below: — 


Parish 

Number  of  persons  X-rayed 

Approximate 

population 

Percentage 
of  population 
X-rayed 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Brede 

57 

75 

132 

1,211 

10,9 

Burwash 

151 

188 

339 

2,027 

16.7 

Hurst  Green 

184 

171 

355 

760 

46.7 

Northiam  . . 

123 

145 

268 

1.500 

17.8 

Robertsbridge 

436 

335 

771 

1.509 

51.0 

Sedlescombe 

69 

82 

151 

765 

19.7 

Ticehurst  . . 

224 

258 

482 

2.385 

20.2 

Westfield 

115 

160 

275 

1.494 

18.4 

1.359 

1. 414 

2.773 

11,651 

23-7 

Total  number  of  persons  recalled  for  large  films  . . . . . . 171 

Total  number  of  persons  attending  for  large  films  found  to  have 
abnormalities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 

Total  number  of  persons  failing  to  attend  for  large  films  . . . . 8 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1951-1956 
1st  JANUARY-31st  DECEMBER 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

8 

7 

2 

2 

I 

Meningococcal  infection 

I 

2 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

410 

190 

1,051 

5 

213 

105 

Scarlet  fever 

22 

87 

29 

14 

8 

7 

Whooping  cough  . . 

251 

72 

214 

129 

106 

89 

Acute  pneumonia  . . 

25 

34 

29 

23 

32 

20 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

7 

3 

10 

5 

7 

Puerperal  pyrexia  . . 

I 

3 

0 

I 

4 

2 

Dysentery 

I 

I 

0 

21 

0 

14 

Food  poisoning 

5 

0 

2 

I 

3 

3 

Acute  encephalitis  . . 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Typhoid 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Malaria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

12 


Poliomyelitis 

There  was  one  proven  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  October 
which  occurred  in  a Grammar  School  boy  aged  12  years. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  spread  within  the  district  but  it  was  noted 
that  at  the  same  time  there  was  an  explosive  outbreak  in  the  Paddock 
Wood  area  of  Kent. 

This  boy  travelled  by  public  transport  daily  to  Tunbridge  Wells 
and  it  is  likely  that  he  received  his  infection  from  this  source. 

Measles 

It  will  be  observed  that  measles  followed  the  biennial  trend  of  a 
high  incidence  in  1955  followed  by  a lesser  incidence  in  the  present  year. 
There  were  no  complications  of  note  although  two  cases  were  admitted 
to  hospital,  a mother  and  son,  on  environmental  grounds. 

Whooping  Cough 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Immunisation  Campaign  against  this  condition 
is  now  having  some  effect,  hence  the  lowered  incidence,  particularly  in 
the  pre-school  years. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Mild  in  character  and  of  no  special  significance,  the  usual  investiga- 
tions were  made  in  each  case  regarding  the  possibility  of  food  handlers 
being  involved  and  where  indicated,  alternative  work  was  advised  and 
accepted. 

Mumps 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  mumps  in  October  and  November  at  a 
Preparatory  Boarding  School.  This  resulted  in  33  cases  (31  boys  and 
2 adults).  Two  of  the  boys  were  subsequently  removed  to  hospital  in 
Hastings  where  the  diagnosis  was  in  some  doubt,  and  following  complete 
recovery  they  were  found  to  have  been  suffering  from  mumps-en- 
cephalitis, confirmed  by  the  Virus  Reference  Laboratory  after  sampling. 

Dysentery* 

Fourteen  cases  were  notified  and  positive  samples  for  Sonne 
dysentry  were  obtained  in  ii.  Familial  positive  contacts  were  present 
in  4 cases. 

This  outbreak  was  confined  to  parishes  contiguous  to  Rye  and  found 
to  be  coincident  with  a larger  outbreak  in  that  Borough.  Familial 
contacts  of  food  handlers  or  those  likely  to  disseminate  infection  in  the 
course  of  their  work  were  sampled. 

All  these  cases  were  kept  under  observation  and  sampled  until 
three  consecutive  negative  specimens  were  obtained. 

Food  Poisoning* 

Three  cases  were  notified  and  Salmonella  Typhi-murium  was 
isolated  in  one  of  these  cases.  Familial  positive  contacts  were  three. 
The  two  remaining  cases  gave  negative  results. 

All  these  cases  were  kept  under  observation  and  sampled  until 
three  negative  specimens  were  obtained. 

*The  patients  who  suffered  from  dysentery  or  food  poisoning,  and  their  im- 
mediate contacts,  were  warned  regarding  the  necessary  hygienic  measures, 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


Under 

I 

year 

1-2 

years 

3-4 

years 

5-9 

years 

10-14 

years 

15-24 

years 

25-44 

years 

45-64 

years 

65 

and 

over 

Totals 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

— 

I 

I 

2 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Whooping 

cough 

5 

15 

48 

3 

— 

3 

— 

I 

89 

Acute 

poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Measles 

I 

20 

16 

61 

2 

— 

3 

2 

— 

105 

Acute 

pneumonia  . . 

I 

2 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

6 

4 

20 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

3 

3 

7 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

3 

Puerperal 

pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

— 

I 

2 

6 

2 

I 

I 

I 

— 

14 

Totals 

7 

38 

37 

120 

10 

2 

13 

13 

8 

248 

SEASONAL  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


C3 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

bb 

P 

< 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Totals 

arlet  fever 

2 

T 

I 



I 



I 

_ 



I 

7 

hooping  cough 
;ute 

— 

2 

— 

1 

I 

14 

20 

28 

I T 

10 

— 

2 

89 

poliomyelitis . . 

— 



■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

sasles 

56 

35 

I 

3 

2 

I 

2 

I 

I 



3 

— 

105 

:ute  pneumonia 

3 

5 

6 

3 

— 



— 

— 

— . 

I 

— 

2 

20 

■ysipelas 

I 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

■ — 

I 

I 

— 

I 

I 

— 

7 

)od  poisoning  . . 
lerperal 

I 

— 

2 

3 

pyrexia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

. — . 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 



— 

— 

2 

^sentery 

I 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

2 

9 

2 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

14 

Totals  . . 

63 

46 

8 

9 

4 

17 

34 

33 

12 

13 

5 

4 

248 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
IN  THE  VARIOUS  PARISHES 


Measles 

Whoop- 

ing 

cough 

Scarlet 

fever 

Acute 

pneu- 

monia 

Erysi- 

pelas 

Acute 

polio- 

myelitis 

Food 

poisoning 

Puerperal 

pyrexia 

Dysentery 

Ashburnham 

__ 

2 











. 

- ■ - 

Battle  . . 

lO 

43 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Beckley 

5 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bodiam 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brede 

2 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Brightling 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Burwash 

9 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camber 

I 

2 

— 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Catsfield 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

— 

Crowhurst 

Dallington 

East  Guldeford . . 

Etchingham 

4 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

I 

Ewhurst 

4 

Fairlight 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Guestling 

I 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hurst  Green 

I 

6 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Icklesham 

9 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Iden 

Mountfield 

14 

Northiam 

28 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ore 

Peasmarsh 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Penhurst 

— 

• — 

■ — 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ir  L L • • > • 

Playden 

3 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Rye  Foreign 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salehurst 

3 

Sedlescombe 

. — . 

I 

I 

■ — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ticehurst 

5 

23 

— 

13 

I 

I 

2 

— 

— 

Udimore 

— 

I 

3 

— 

— 

— 



Westfield 

I 

3 



I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Whatlington 

3 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

105 

89 

7 

20 

7 

I 

3 

2 

14 

15 


PERIOD  OF  EXCLUSION  IN  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION  RECOMMENDATIONS 


Usual 

Incubation 

period 

(days) 

Interval 
between 
onset  and 
appearance 
of  rash 
(days) 

Period  of  exclusion 

Patients 

Contacts,  i.e.  the  other 
members  of  the  family 
or  household  living  to- 
gether as  a family,  that 
is,  in  one  tenement. 

Scarlet  Fever 

AND 

Streptococcal 
Sore  Throat 

1-7 

1-2 

Exclude  from 
school  for  3 weeks. 
Not  allowed  back 
if  discharge  from 
the  nose  or  ear, 
sore  throat  or 
septic  spots  be 
present. 

Adult  contacts  engaged 
in  school  meals  service 
excluded  until  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  allows 
return  to  work.  Other 
contacts,  if  healthy, 
need  not  be  excluded. 

DIPHTHERIA 

2-7 

Until  pronounced 
by  a medical 
practitioner  to  be 
free  from  infec- 
tion. 

At  least  7 days.  Return 
to  school  should  not  be 
permitted  until  bac- 
teriological examina- 
tion has  proved  nega- 
tive. 

Measles 

7-14 

3-4 

10  days  after  the 
appearance  of  the 
rash  if  the  child 
appears  well. 

Children  under  5 years 
of  age  who  have  not 
had  the  disease  should 
be  excluded  for  14  days 
from  the  date  of  the 
appearance  of  the  rash 
in  the  last  case  in  the 
house.  Other  contacts 
can  attend  school.  Any 
contact  suffering  from 
a cough,  cold,  chill  or 
red  eyes  should  be  im- 
mediately excluded. 

German 

Measles 

5-21 

0-2 

7 days  from  the 
appearance  of  the 
rash. 

None. 

Whooping 

Cough 

6-18 

28  days  from  the 
beginning  of  the 
characteristic 
cough. 

Children  under  7 years 
who  have  not  had  the 
disease  should  be  ex- 
cluded for  21  days  from 
the  date  of  onset  of  the 
disease  in  the  last  case 
in  the  house. 

Mumps 

12-2S 

— 

7 days  from  the 
subsidence  of  the 
swelling. 

None. 

Chicken  Pox 

I I-2I 

0-2 

14  days  from  the 
date  of  ap- 
pearance of  the 
rash. 

None. 

i6 


MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION  RECOMMENDATIONS— con/inMed 


Interval 
between 
onset  and 
appearance 
of  rash 
(days) 

Period  of  exclusion 

Usual 

Incubation 

period 

(days) 

Patients 

Contacts,  i.e.  the  other 
members  of  the  family 
or  household  living  to- 
gether as  a family,  that 
is,  in  one  tenement. 

Influenza 

AND  THE 

Common  Cold 

1-2 

Exclude  imme- 
diately for  7 days 
or  until  recovery 
is  complete. 

None. 

Ringworm  of  the 
Body  (including 
Athlete’s  Foot) 


If  the  infected  area  can  be  kept  covered  the  patient  need  not  be 
excluded.  He  should  not,  however,  take  part  in  swimming — 
nor  in  the  case  of  ringworm  of  the  feet — in  gymnastic  classes  or 
barefoot  dancing. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  pursued  with  the  utmost  vigour  and 
it  is  only  by  never  “ letting  up  ” on  an  opportunity  to  point  the 
necessity  for  continued  protection  from  this  erstwhile  killing  and 
disabling  disease  that  these  figures  are  achieved. 

Immunisation  against  tetanus  has  been  added  to  the  combined 
injection  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough.  Tetanus  is  present 
in  the  soil,  and  any  wound,  scratch  or  abrasion,  however  small,  may  be 
sufficient  to  cause  tetanus.  Early  immunisation  against  tetanus  is 
advisable  as  although  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  low  the  mortality 
rate  is  high:  two-thirds  of  the  cases  occur  in  children  under  15  years  of 
age. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
brought  out  in  sharp  contrast  public  reaction  and  clamour  for  a safe 
immunisation  procedure  against  poliomyelitis,  where  in  1954  there  were 
1,300  odd  cases  of  poliomyelitis  associated  with  paralysis  and  134  deaths 
in  a total  population  of  44,000,000,  compared  with  18,500  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  722  deaths  as  recently  as  1945. 

In  Diphtheria  Immunisation  we  have  a proven  life-saving  measure 
without  reaction,  yet  parents  dare  to  ignore  the  possible  consequences 
of  inaction. 

One  can  only  hope  that  the  safe  vaccine  now  perfected  against 
poliomyelitis  will  give  as  solid  an  immunity. 


173  clinics  were  held  during  1956.  (38  sessions). 
Number  of  children  who  received  injections  in  1956: 

Primary  Immunisation : 

Under 


I yr- 

1 

2-4 

5-9 

10-14 

T otal 

Against 

Diphtheria 

2 

5 

2 

23 

6 

38 

Diphtheria  and  whoop- 
ing cough 

177 

59 

14 

4 



254 

Diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  . . 

33 

4 

4 

I 

— 

42 

212 

68 

20 

28 

6 

334 

Reinforcing  injections : 
Against 
Diphtheria 

68 

268 

391 

727 

Diphtheria  and  whoop- 
ing cough 

- — 



II 

23 

II 

45 

Diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus  . . 

— 

— 

4 

I 

— 

5 

83  292  402 


777 


Totals — Under  5 . . . . . . 300 

5-14  (inc.)  34 

Reinforcing  . . . . . . 777 

Total  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age,  resident  in  the  area, 
who  had  been  immunised  by  31st  December,  1956: 

Under  5 years  . . . . 1,314 

5-14  (inc.)  4,336 


5.650 


Comparative  figures  for  the  past  three  years: 

1954  1955  1956 


Number  immunised  under  5 years. . 1,323  1,329  1,314 

Child  population  (under  5)  . . 1,673  1,696  1,661 

Percentage  of  child  population 

(under  5)  ..  ..  ..  ..79.07  78.36  79- 10 

Number  immunised  5-14  (inc.)  . . 4,264  4,265  4,336 

Child  population  (5-14)  . . . . 4,466  4,648  4,655 

Percentage  of  child  population 

(5-14)  95-47  91-75  93-14 


(Population  figures  are  estimated — Registrar  General  is  unable  to 
supply  them.) 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  immunisations  given  more  than  five 
years  previously  have  largely  lost  their  effect.  The  state  of  immunity 
of  a child  population  at  any  given  time  is  therefore  more  realistically 
given  as  the  numbers  immunised  (primary  or  booster)  within  the 
previous  five  years.  This  figure  is  known  as  the  Immunity  Index. 

Under 

\year  1-4  5-14  Total 


Immunity  Index  expressed  as 
a percentage  of  the  child 

population 41.  ly  83.43  67.45  70.51 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  percentages  for  Schools. 


School 

No.  on 
Register 

No. 

Immunised 

Percentage 

Ashburnham  C.P. 

34 

33 

97-05 

Battle  V.P 

244 

239 

97-95 

Battle  Secondary  Modern  (Claverham) 

380 

367 

96.57 

Beckley  V.P.  . . 

52 

50 

96.15 

Bodiam  V.P. 

62 

60 

96.77 

Brede  C.P. 

59 

57 

96.61 

Burwash  V.P.  . . 

102 

100 

98.03 

St.  Philip’s,  Burwash  Common 

65 

62 

95-38 

Catsfield  V.P 

6i 

58 

95.08 

Crowhurst  V.P. 

53 

49 

92.45 

Dallington  V.P. 

45 

43 

95-55 

Etchingham  V.P. 

44 

42 

95-45 

Ewhurst  V.P.  . . 

17 

17 

100.00 

Fairlight  V.P.  . . 

40 

39 

97-50 

Guestlmg  V.P.  . . 

91 

84 

92.30 

Hurst  Green  V.P. 

55 

54 

98 . 18 

Icklesham  V.P. 

66 

63 

95-45 

Mountfield  and  Whatlington  V.P. 

102 

99 

97-05 

Netherfield  V.P. 

lOI 

98 

97.02 

Northiam  V.P. 

108 

108 

100.00 

Peasmarsh  V.P. 

70 

67 

95-71 

Playden  V.P.  . . 

38 

37 

97-36 

Robertsbridge  Secondary  Modern 

209 

193 

92.34 

Salehurst  V.P.  . . 

162 

156 

96.29 

Sedlescombe  V.P. 

83 

82 

98.79 

Staplecross  Methodist  Primary 

52 

49 

94-23 

Stonegate  V.P. 

42 

42 

100.00 

Ticehurst  V.P.  . . 

166 

165 

99-39 

Udimore  C.P. 

40 

39 

97-50 

Westfield  C.P.  

118 

III 

94.06 

Winchelsea  V.P. 

76 

73 

96.05 

2,837 

2,736 

96.43 

Attending  private  schools  or  schools  outside 

the  District  . . 

1,818 

1,600 

88.00 

Comparative  Percentages  for  the  past  three  years : 

1954  IQ55  1956 

Attending  County  Council  Schools  95.22%  95.16%  96.43% 

Attending  private  schools  or  schools 
outside  the  District 


95-83%  86.74%  88.00% 
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VACCINATION 

The  following  persons  were  vaccinated  in  1956; — 

Under  15  or 

I yr.  I 2-4  5-14  over  Total 

Primary  vaccination  . . 244  10  ii  12  14  291 

Revaccination  . . . . — i 10  24  128  163 

Of  these  totals,  16  persons  received  primary  vaccination  and  108 
w'ere  revaccinated  before  travelling  abroad. 


Comparison  with  previous  years: 


1954 

1955 

1956 

Total  primary  vaccinations  . . 
Total  revaccinations  . . 

295 

166 

269 

137 

291 

163 

Number  of  babies  born  in  1956 

Number  of  babies  under  i year  vaccinated  in  1956 

Percentage  vaccinated  in  1956 

1954 

1955 

373 

244 

65.41 

1956 

Comparative  percentages 

..  65.96 

64.46 

65.41 

The  speed  of  air  travel  makes  the  likelihood  of  the  introduction  of 
smallpox  an  ever-present  possibility.  Parents  are  exhorted  to  make  use 
of  vaccination  during  the  early  months  of  their  children’s  lives  in  order 
that  they  may  achieve  full  protection  as  early  as  possible  with  the 
minimum  of  inconvenience. 

Adequate  facilities  for  vaccination  are  available  in  each  Parish 
periodically  and  parents  are  informed  of  dates  and  times  of  Clinics.  In 
addition,  private  medical  practitioners  will  be  pleased  to  vaccinate 
their  own  patients  on  request. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  IN  BATTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Name  and  address  of  Centre 
Beckley  : Parish  Hall 

Bodiam  : Parish  Room 
Brede  and  Udimore: 

The  Hall,  Broad  Oak 
Burwash:  Congregational  Hall  . . 
Etchingham:  Village  Hall 

Flimwell:  Village  Hall  . . 

Hurst  Green  : Village  Hall 
Icklesham:  Village  Hall 
Iden  and  Playden: 

Memorial  Hall,  Peasmarsh 
Northiam: 

Women’s  Institute  Hall 
Robertsbridge: 

The  Institute,  Station  Road  . . 
Seulescombe:  Village  Hall 
Ticehurst:  Institute  Hall 

Westfield;  Church  Hall 


Sessions 

First  Tuesday  in  month. 

{Weighing  sessions  only) 

Second  Thursday  in  month. 

Second  Wednesday  in  month. 
Fourth  Thursday  in  month. 

First  Thursday  in  month. 

{Weighing  sessions  only) 

Fourth  Tuesday  in  month. 

Second  Tuesday  in  month. 

Secemd  Friday  in  month. 

First  Friday  in  month. 

Third  Tuesday  in  month. 

First  and  Third  Tuesdays  in  month. 
First  Thursday  in  month. 

First  Wednesday  in  month. 

Third  Tuesday  in  month. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 
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(a)  Provided  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  under  the 
Aegis  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


"■(i)  Ambulance  Service 

Illness 

Accidents 


1954 

Cases  Mileage  Cases 

566  17,759  577 

121  3,153  112 


1955  1956 

Mileage  Cases  Mileage 

16,432  533  14.972 

2,808  169  3,048 


The  Volunteers  of  the  Battle  Branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  make  a fine  contribution  to  this  first  class  service. 

Unfortunately  there  was  an  increase  in  the  overall  mileage  due  in 
the  main  to  an  increase  in  accident  cases.  It  will  be  observed  that 
16.9%  was  due  to  this  avoidable  factor. 

(ii)  Care  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  Children  under 
School  Age 

(iii)  Contraceptive  Advice 

Subject  to  the  limitation  that  advice  is  only  given  where 
pregnancy  or  childbirth  is  liable  to  be  injurious  to  the  health 
of  the  mother,  arrangements  are  made  for  contraceptive  advice 
to  be  given  to  married  women  at  a clinic  conducted  by  Hastings 
Corporation. 

(iv)  District  Nurses  {Midwives)  and  Health  Visitors 

(v)  Home  Help  Service 

(vi)  Hospital  Car  Service 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  in  this  county  is  provided  by  the 
joint  organisation  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  The  Area  Transport  Office  for 
this  district  is  at  8 Endwell  Road,  Bexhill-on-Sea  (Telephone 
Bexhill  152). 

(vii)  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

See  list  of  Centres  on  page  20. 

*(viii)  Immunisation  and  V accination  Service 

Please  refer  to  pages  17  and  20. 

(ix)  Mental  Health  Service 

(x)  Registration  of  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  three  efficiently-conducted  registered  Nursing 
Homes  in  this  District. 

(xi)  School  Dental  Service 

(xii)  School  Medical  Service  {^Routine  medical  examinations  including 
the  assessment  of  handicapped  pupils) 

*Delegated  duties  to  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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(6)  Hospitals 

The  following  are  the  main  hospitals  providing  accommodation 
and  treatment  for  residents  in  the  Battle  Rural  District; 

Darvell  Hall  Hospital,  Robertsbridge. 

Battle  Hospital,  Battle. 

Memorial  Hospital,  Rye  Foreign. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings  (including  V.D.  Clinic). 

Mount  Pleasant  Isolation  Hospital,  Hastings. 

St.  Helen’s  Hospital,  Hastings. 

Fernbank  Maternity  Nursing  Home,  Hastings. 

Buchanan  Hospital,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

Eversfield  Chest  Hospital,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea. 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Eastbourne. 

Princess  Alice  Hospital,  Eastbourne. 

Gildredge  Isolation  Hospital,  Eastbourne. 

Bexhill  Hospital,  Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Hellingly  Hospital,  Hellingly. 

Pembury  Hospital,  Pembury. 

Kent  and  Sussex  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. 

Eairlight  Sanatorium,  Eairlight. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Hawkhurst. 

Hill  House,  Rye  Eoreign. 

Administered  by  the  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital 
Board  through  their  respective  Hospital  Management  Committees. 

(c)  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  a free  national  laboratory 
service  designed  to  assist  all  those  concerned  in  the  diagnosis,  pre- 
vention and  control  of  communicable  diseases.  The  benefits  are  not 
limited  by  health  authority,  hospital  region  or  other  administrative 
boundary.  These  facilities  are  available  to  all  doctors,  both  for  the 
submission  of  specimens  and  for  consultation. 

Gamma  globulin,  prepared  from  pooled  plasma  from  normal 
healthy  adults  by  the  Lister  Institute  for  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is 
distributed  to  doctors  in  England  and  Wales  through  laboratories  of 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  Requests  for  supplies  should 
be  made  to  the  director  of  the  nearest  constituent  or  associated 
laboratory  of  the  Service.  So  far  as  supplies  allow,  it  is  issued  for  the 
protection  of  susceptible  contacts  of  measles  and  rubella  as  shown  below ; 


Disease 

Available  for 

Usual  Dosage 
Prevention 

Measles 

(i)  Control  of  hospital  and  institutional 

3 years  and  over- 

outbreaks. 

75  0 mg. 

(ii)  Persons  suffering  from  intercurrent 

1-2  years — 500  mg. 

illness  or  living  in  a poor  environ- 

Under i year — 

ment  for  whom  an  attack  of 

250  mg. 

measles  would  be  dangerous, 
(iii)  Children  under  3 years  of  age. 

Attenuation 
250  mg. 

Rubella 

Women  exposed  to  infection  in  the 

750  mg. 

first  four  months  of  pregnancy. 
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The  address  of  the  nearest  laboratory  is  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital,  Brighton  (Telephone, 
Brighton  23506,  Director— Doctor  J.  E.  Jameson). 

(d)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

(i)  Section  47:  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need 
of  Care  and  Attention 

Fortunately,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  invoke  these 
provisions  during  the  year. 

(ii)  Section  50:  Burial  or  Cremation  of  the  Dead 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section. 

(e)  Home  Physiotherapy  Service 

This  service  is  much  appreciated. 

(/)  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children 
Liaison  has  been  maintained. 


FOOD 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  175  inspections  of  food 
premises  during  the  year  in  addition  to  those  made  for  the  purposes  of 
meat  inspection  at  slaughterhouses. 

There  are  389  food  premises  in  the  Rural  District,  made  up  as 
follows: — 

Retail  shops 

Grocers  or  General  Stores  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  121 

Milkshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Fishmongers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Sweets  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Bakeries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Public  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Hotels  and  Cafes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 

Schools 

(a)  Private  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

(b)  East  Sussex  County  Council  . . . . . . . . 29 

(c)  E.S.C.C.  Boarding  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Hospitals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Nursing  Homes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Home  for  Aged  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 

Cooking  Depot  {School  Meals)  . . . . . . . . . . i 

Canteens  [Industrial,  etc.)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
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Registered  Food  Premises 

Premises  registered  under  Section  i6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act,  1955 

Ice  Cream 

No.  of  premises  on  Register  at  end  of  1956  . . . . . . 127 

No.  of  premises  registered  during  1956  . . . . . . 3 

Sausages 

No.  of  premises  on  Register  at  end  of  1956  . . . . . . 22 

No.  of  premises  registered  during  1956  . . . . . . Nil 

Preserves  [Jams,  etc.) 

No.  of  premises  on  Register  at  end  of  1956  . . . . . . i 

No.  of  premises  registered  during  1956  . . . . . . Nil 


Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations, 

1949-54 

No.  of  dairies  registered  at  end  of  1956  . . . . . . . . 9 

No.  of  dairies  registered  during  1956  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Ice  Cream 

Registered  food  premises  retailing  ice  cream,  mainly  sell  the 
wrapped  product.  None  is  manufactured  within  the  District. 

Sausage  Makers 

Sausage  making  is  mainly  confined  to  butchers’  shops.  One  small, 
suitably  equipped  and  well  conducted  factory  makes  continental  type 
sausages  which  are  sold  outside  the  rural  district. 

Most  of  the  butchers’  sausage-making  rooms  fell  short  of  the 
requirements  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  when  these  were 
published.  Notices  were  served  where  necessary. 

Dairies 

This  District  is  a designated  area  and  all  milk  sold  is  therefore 
heat-treated  or  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

There  is  one  pasteurising  plant  within  the  District,  on  a farm, 
supervised  by  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs 
authority. 

Inspections 

There  were  32  inspections  of  registered  premises  during  the  year. 
Educational  Activity 

An  explanation  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  was  given 
to  a local  Food  Traders’  Association;  many  questions  were  answered. 

A display  of  food  hygiene  propaganda  material  set  up  at  a local 
flower  show  aroused  considerable  interest. 
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Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  food  is  either  taken  away  from  the  premises  for  disposal 
at  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  or  rendered  unsaleable  by  staining  so  that  it 
may  be  sah'agcd  for  soap-making  or  other  industrial  processes.  Food 
condemned  in  shops  was  mainly  in  tins  and  comprised  meat,  milk,  fruit 
and  vegetables.  Retailers  have  co-operated  well  in  submitting  doubtful 
foods  for  examination  by  the  public  health  inspectors. 

Certificates  are  issued  in  respect  of  all  food  condemned  and  traders 
are  enabled  to  claim  refunds  from  wholesalers. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955 

In  the  main  the  trade  received  the  Regulations  in  a proper  spirit  and 
proceeded  to  do  what  was  required  without  waiting  to  be  instructed, 
thus  producing  a noticeable  improvement  in  food  premises  generally. 

Lack  of  main  water,  and  to  a lesser  extent,  main  drainage,  will  not 
allow  full  compliance  with  the  Regulations  in  Parishes  where  these 
amenities  are  not  yet  available. 

More  attention  is  now  being  given  to  protecting  food  on  display, 
and  advertisers  of  refrigerators,  glass  display  cabinets,  water  heaters 
and  hygienic  surfacing  materials  have  joined  local  authorities  and  the 
Press  in  bringing  the  requirements  of  the  new  Regulations  before  the 
food  trader.  Thus  the  public  health  inspectors  in  visiting  food  premises 
have  in  many  cases  found  proprietors  ready  to  discuss  the  best  ways  of 
meeting  these  problems. 

The  regular  inspection  of  about  400  food  premises,  in  addition  to 
the  duties  which  already  fully  occupy  the  public  health  inspectors, 
cannot  be  achieved  with  the  present  staff  and  progress  must  perforce 
be  slower  than  is  desirable.  Nevertheless,  the  fact  that  the  inspectors 
were  able  to  make  175  visits  to  food  premises  is  sufficient  evidence  that 
a worthwhile  start  has  been  made. 

When  it  is  appreciated  that  1,797  visits  out  of  a total  of  6,148 
(29.2%)  were  in  connection  with  such  matters  as  safe  water  supplies 
and  improved  drainage  it  will  be  realised  that  public  health  work  in 
this  rural  district  is  still  largely  concerned  with  these  basic  problems, 
whereas  other  areas  have  long  since  relegated  these  fundamental  issues 
to  the  past.  With  the  advent  of  main  water  and  main  drainage  in 
hitherto  deprived  parishes  there  should  be  more  time  to  concentrate  on 
the  important  duties  of  inspection  and  education. 

The  Regulations  set  legal  standards  for  food  handling  which  should 
prove  of  great  value  in  promoting  the  health  of  the  people. 


26 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 
Food  Found  to  be  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

During  the  year  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Beef 


455  lb.  4 oz.  Tinned  vegetables  i6  lb. 


Pork 

. . 65  lb. 

Tinned  milk 

5 lb.  8 oz. 

Tinned  meat 

14  lb.  3 oz. 

Tinned  soup 

. . I lb. 

Tinned  fruit 

31  lb.  12  oz. 

Tinned  fish 

I lb.  7 oz. 

Miscellaneous 

II  lb.  6 oz. 

Meat  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouses 

Carcase  Meat 

Offal 

Beef 

. . 

138  lb. 

397  lb. 

Veal 

• • . . . 

5 lb. 

— 

Mutton  and  lamb  . . 

108  lb. 

160  lb. 

Pork 

. . 

32  lb. 

329  lb. 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR 

IN  PART 


Cattle 

Exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

187 

— 

97 

707 

829 

— 

Number  inspected 

187 

— 

91 

707 

829 

— 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

I 





2 

2 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

43 

— 

I 

85 

57 

— 

% of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 

23-5% 

— • 

1.03% 

12.3% 

7-1% 

— 

T uberculosis  only : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

% of  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

1.06% 

— 

— • 

— • 

1.6% 

— 

Cysiicercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

I 



-- 

■ 

. 



Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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MILK  PRODUCTION 


The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  designated  and  non-designated 
farms  in  this  Rural  District : 


The  continuous  increase  of  both  heat-treated  milk  and  T.T.  herds 
has  made  a great  contribution  in  conserving  the  health  of  the  people. 
The  virtual  elimination  of  bovine  tuberculosis  as  a cause  of  death  is  a 
direct  result  of  these  health  measures. 

Milk  Sampling 

Samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  sent  for  examination 

Number  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Number  of  samples  conforming  to  Phosphatase  test  . . . . 7 

Number  of  samples  NOT  conforming  to  Methylene  Blue  test  . . i 

Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  sent  for  examination 

Number  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Number  of  samples  conforming  to  Methylene  Blue  test  . . . . 2 

Samples  of  milk  sent  for  Biological  examination 

Number  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Number  Negative  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  . . . . . . • • 15 

Number  Positive  for  Brucella  Abortus  . . . . . . . . 5 

Quarter  samples  sent  for  Brucella  Abortus  examination 

Number  of  cows  sampled  . . . . . . . . . . • • 47 

Number  of  quarter  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . . . 188 

Number  of  cows  found  Positive  (all  in  the  same  herd)  . . . . 7 

I have  repeatedly  stressed  in  my  Annual  Reports  that  T.T.  raw 
milk  is  not  wholly  safe  and  may  be  a vehicle  for  transmitting  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis.  Pasteurised  milk  is  safe  and  the  nutritional 
value  is  not  impaired  by  the  process  of  pasteurisation, 


Farms  Percentage 


Producing  Tuberculin  tested  milk 
Producing  non-designated  milks  . . 


239  67,51 

115  32.49 


28 


WATER  SUPPLY 


There  are  five  Statutory  Undertakings  within  the  District: 


U nderiaking 

Battle  Rural  District  Council . . 
Hastings  Corporation 

Heathfield  and  District  Water  Co.  . . 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company 
Bexhill  Corporation 


Parishes 

Battle,  part  of  Crowhurst,  Whatlington, 
Mountfield,  part  of  Brightling,  Playden, 
Iden,  Rye  Foreign  and  part  of  Peasmarsh. 

Parts  of  Westfield,  Guestling,  Pett  and 
Fairlight ; Icklesham  including  Winchel- 
sea  Town,  Winchelsea  Beach  and  Rye 
Harbour  ; Camber  and  part  of  Ore. 

Burwash,  Etchingham,  Hurst  Green, 
Salehurst,  Bodiam  and  Ticehurst. 

Northiam. 

Ashburnham,  Catsfield  and  part  of  Crow- 
hurst. 


Rye  Borough  supplies  water  to  Rye  Foreign,  Iden  and  Playden  by  arrangement 

with  the  Undertakers  concerned 


Personnel  of  the  Water  Engineer’s  Department  were  blood-tested 
in  order  to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  a carrier  state  with  consequent 
pollution  of  water  supply.  This  is  arranged  with  the  helpful  co- 
operation of  the  Pathologist  of  the  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital, 
Hastings.  The  results  did  not  indicate  any  past  or  present  disease 
likely  to  affect  the  purity  of  the  water  supply. 

All  new  employees  of  the  Heathfield  and  District  Water  Company 
were  similarly  blood-tested. 

Other  Piped  Supplies 

Toot  Rock,  Pett  Level 

This  privately-owned  supply  serves  54  houses  in  the  Pett  Level 
area  only. 

The  source  of  the  supply  is  a shallow  well  which  admits  surface 
water  and  is  therefore  unfit  for  drinking  in  the  raw  state.  Following 
filtration  and  chlorination,  10  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  two  unsatisfactory  results  point  to  the  necessity  for 
efficient  treatment  at  all  times. 


Fairlight  Cove  Estate  Water  Company. 

This  company  supplies  filtered  and  chlorinated  water  to  78 
properties. 

I am  not  satisfied  that  the  filtration  of  this  water  is  entirely 
satisfactory,  particularly  after  heavy  rain,  when  the  water  appears 
opalescent  after  treatment.  The  Company  was  approached  re- 
garding remedial  measures  but  has  not  accepted  the  advice  given. 
The  quality  of  the  water  therefore  remains  indifferent  and  the  purity 
depends  on  the  strict  attention  to  chlorination  by  the  Company’s 
employee.  4 

The  Council  has  been  advised  of  this  unsatisfactory  and  essentially 
dangerous  situation. 
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Warren  Estate.  Thirty-nine  houses  on  this  estate  depend  on  the 
Fairhght  Cove  Estate  Water  Cornpany. 

Evidence  continues  to  accumulate  which  reflects  adversely  on 
both  the  adequacy  and  purity  of  this  supply. 

The  Council  is  actively  pursuing  the  resolution  of  this  deplorable 
state  of  affairs  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  Hastings  Corporation  will  be 
requisitioned  to  supply  this  estate  with  water  from  their  mains  once  the 
legal  formalities  are  complete. 


Firehills  Estate  Water  Company,  Fairlight 

This  Company  restricts  its  filtered  and  chlorinated  water  supply  to 
its  own  estate  comprising  102  houses.  During  the  summer  months  a 
system  of  rationing  is  operated  by  supplying  water  to  each  of  nine 
sectors  in  turn  so  that  individual  houses  have  their  storage  tanks  filled 
once  a day. 


Sampling  of  Public  Supplies 

The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  sampling  public 
supplies ; 


(a)  Samples  taken  by  the  Council : 
Undertaking 

Type 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Toot  Rock,  Pett  Level 

Bacteriological 

8 

2 

10 

Firehills  Estate,  Fairlight 

Bacteriological 

12 

I 

13 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

I 

— 

I 

Fairlight  Cove  Estate,  Fairlight  . . 

Bacteriological 

15 

12 

27 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

I 

— 

I 

Battle  Rural  District  Council, 

Bacteriological 

7 

— 

7 

Battle  supply 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

4 

— 

4 

Battle  Rural  District  Council, 

Bacteriological 

14 

I 

15 

Peasmarsh  supply 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

4 



4 

(b)  Samples  submitted  by  Statutory 
Undertakings : 

Heathfield  and  District  Water 

Bacteriological 

II 

ri 

Company  . . 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

2 

— 

2 

Fairlight  Cove  Estate 

Bacteriological 

7 

— 

7 

Chemical  and 
Bacteriological 

I 

I 

2 

> 
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New  Schemes  and  Extensions 

Central  Parishes  (Mountfield,  Whatlington,  Sedlescombe  and 
Ewhurst) 

The  rising  main  was  completed  in  November.  Good  progress  was 
made  on  the  waterworks  although  impeded  by  delays  in  deliveries  of 
reinforced  steel.  Work  on  the  reservoir  was  in  progress  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Camber 

The  branch  mains  were  completed  in  December. 

Brede  and  Udimore 

This  scheme  was  commenced  in  June  but  progress  was  very  slow. 
Brightling  and  Dallington 

A local  Inquiry  was  held  in  February  and  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
consent  to  the  necessary  loan  had  been  received  from  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government. 

Eastern  Parishes 

The  following  extensions  from  the  Borough  of  Rye  water  under- 
taking were  completed  during  the  year  and  house  connections  made : — 

(a)  Iden 

(b)  Playden  (Houghton  Green) 

(c)  Rye  Foreign  (Bowlers  Town). 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  PIPED  WATER  IN  THE  PARISHES 


Parish 

Properties  directly 
connected  to  main 

1956  1955  1954  1953 

Premises  supplied 
by  meter 

1956  1955  1954  1953 

Ashburnham 

39 

39 

38 

38 

— 







Battle 

1.450 

1.398 

1.342 

1,316 

165 

162 

155 

148 

Bodiam  . . 

128 

127 

127 

127 

— 

— 

— 

Brightling 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Burwash . . 

587 

584 

560 

560 



— 



— 

Camber  . . 

85 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Catsfield  . . 

186 

183 

181 

170 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Crowhurst 

182 

184 

177 

175 

37 

37 

37 

37 

Etchingham 

221 

220 

218 

218 

— 

— 

— 

Guestling* 

397 

351 

334 

267 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hurst  Green 

259 

258 

250 

250 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Icklesham 

683 

655 

502 

485 

— • 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Iden 

50 

2 

2 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Mountfield 

7 

7 

7 

7 



— 

— 

— 

Northiam  . . 

410 

402 

384 

372 

10 

10 

17 

17 

Ore 

86 

84 

80 

78 

— 

— 

Peasmarsh 

79 

74 

73 

53 

3 

3 

3 

I 

Playden  . . 

74 

62 

61 

61 

9 

6 

6 

7 

Rye  Foreign 

26 

20 

19 

20 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Salehurst 

544 

51 1 

470 

470 

— 

— 



— 

Ticehurst 

824 

809 

747 

747 

— 

— 



— 

Westfield 

310 

299 

290 

261 

. 

— 

— 

_ 

Whatlington 

23 

20 

19 

t8 



. 

— 

— 

Totals 

6,652 

6,289 

5.881 

5,695 

229 

223 

223 

215 

‘Including  the  parishes  of  Pett,  Fairlight  and  that  part  of  Gaestling  known  as 
Three  Oaks. 


WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FROM  NEW  AND  SUSPECT  SOURCES 


Parish 

Wells 

Springs 

Satisfactory 

Unsat'factory 

Satisfactory 

Unsat’factory 

Ashburnham  . . 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Battle 

• 

5 

— 

I 

Beckley 

2 

2 

I 

— 

Brede 

2 

2 

3 

I 

Brightling 

I 

7 

— 

r 

Catsfield 

2 

5 

— 

— • 

Dallington 

5 

13 

I 

— 

East  Guldeford 

I 

3 

— 

■ — 

Ewhurst 

I 

2 



— 

Guestling 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Iden 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Mountfield 

I 

2 

— 

— 

Northiam 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Ore 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Peasmarsh 

I 

2 

— 

— 

Playden 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Rye  Foreign 

— - 

2 

— 

— . 

Salehurst 

4 

I 

— 

I 

Sedlescombe 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Ticehurst 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Udimore 

I 

I 

2 

Westfield 

2 

4 

— 

I 

Whatlington  . . 

I 

— 

— 

— 

32 

63 

6 

8 
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WATER  SAMPLES— COUNCIL  HOUSES  NOT  ON  MAIN  WATER 


Estate 

No.  of 
dwellings 

Type  of 
supply 

Results  of  samples 

Action  taken 

Satisfac- 

tory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Becklev; 

Four  Oaks 

8 

Delivered 

Burnt  House  Cotts. 

4 

Well 

I 

Permanent 

Yew  Tree  Cotts. . . 

4 

Well 

notices 

Coombs  Cottages 

12 

Well 

Boil  all 

Brede; 

Water  ” 

Woodside 

lO 

2 Wells 

Oakhill  Drive 

13 

2 Wells 

Gillysite  . . 

4 

Delivered 

Brightling; 

Park  View 

4 

Well 

2 

3 

Defective 

pump  repaired 

Dallington  : 

South  Lane 

2 

Well 

2 

f ( 

Boil  all 

Water  ” 

Ewhurst: 

Rose’s  Field 

6 

Delivered 

3 

I 

Tank  cleaned 

Sidegates . . 

4 

Delivered 

3 

I 

Tank  cleaned 

Scows  Down 

2 

Delivered 

3 

Iden: 

Elmsmead  Cotts. 

13 

Delivered 

2 

I 

Connected  to 

main  in  Decern- 

ber,  1956 

Mountfield; 

Castle  Gardens  . . 

2 

Well 

3 

Brickyard  Cotts. . . 

2 

Delivered 

2 

I 

Tank  to  be 

cleaned 

Sedlescombe: 

Meadowside 

4 

Well 

•> 

Permanent 

East  View  Terr. . . 

32 

Well  and 

notices 

delivered 

I 

y"  Boil  all 

Blacklands 

10 

Well  and 

W.\TER  ” 

delivered 

Udimore; 

Lower  Cross  Cotts. 

12 

Spring 

3 

SCHOOL  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Delivered 
water  or  well 

Results  of  samples 

School 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Action  taken 

Beckley 

Delivered 

3 



Brede. . 

Delivered 

I 

Tank  cleaned 

Dallington  . . 

Well 

5 

2 

Metafilter  cleaned 

Ewhurst 

Delivered 

2 

— 

Fairlight 

Spring 

2 

— 

Metafilter  in  use 

Mountfield  . . 

(a)  Well 

— 

I 

Used  for  toilets  only 

(b)  Delivered 

I 

— 

Drinking  water 

Peasmarsh 

Well 

2 

— 

Connected  to  main  supply 
in  October,  1956 

Playden 

Well 

— 

— 

Connected  to  main  supply 
in  June,  1956 

Sedlescombe. . 

Delivered 

3 

I 

Tank  cleaned 

Ewhurst  School  received  a weekly  supply  of  main  water  free  of 
charge  with  the  kindly  co-operation  of  Messrs.  Guinness  Hop  Farms  Ltd, 
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PRIVATE  SCHOOLS  NOT  ON  MAIN  WATER 


Type  of 
supply 

Results  of  sampling 

School 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Action  taken 

Vinehall  School, 
Mountfield 

Spring 

3 

2 

Chlorine  testing  outfit 
purchased.  Works  of  im- 

St.  Hilary’s  School, 
Peasmarsh 

Spring 

I 

provement  carried  out. 

Merrion  House  School, 

Deep  bore 

_ 

I 

Tank  cleaned  by  Has- 

Sedlescombe 

(Hastings 

Corp.) 

tings  Corporation  Water 
Department. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(a)  Burwash 

This  scheme  was  completed  in  June. 

(b)  Broad  Oak  and  Brede 

A scheme  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Council  by  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  in  March. 

(c)  Camber 

This  scheme  progressed  satisfactorily  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
but  w'as  later  delayed  by  the  non-delivery  of  machinery  for  the  Sewage 
works. 

(d)  Robertsbridge 

The  new  stormwater  overflow  was  completed  in  January,  thus 
preventing  flooding  in  the  Station  Road  area. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  prepared  and  submitted  a 
detailed  scheme  of  remedial  works  for  this  Parish. 

(e)  Ticehurst 

This  scheme  was  completed  in  May. 

(f)  Ticehurst  (West  Elimwell) 

Satisfactory  progress  was  made  on  this  scheme  and  it  appeared 
likely  that  it  would  be  completed  early  in  1957. 

(g)  Crowhurst  Village  (part) 

Consideration  of  this  scheme  was  deferred. 

(h)  Fairlight 

The  Ministry  approved  a grant  towards  this  scheme. 

(i)  Northiam 

Satisfactory  progress  was  made  on  this  scheme  and  it  appeared 
likely  that  completion  would  be  early  in  1957. 

(j)  WiNCHELSEA  ToWN  SeWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

The  new  disposal  works  to  serve  Winchelsea  Town  and  eventually 
Winchelsea  Beach,  were  completed  in  December. 

(k)  Winchelsea  Beach 

The  site  for  the  ejector  station  to  serve  this  scheme  was  agreed  in 
December, 
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COLLECTION  AND  SALVAGE  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 

The  service  operated  smoothly  throughout  the  year,  a fortnightly 
collection  being  maintained  in  all  but  a small  scattered  area  of  the 
District,  where  the  interval  was  i6  days. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  are  regularly  sprayed  against  flies  and 
treated  by  the  Council’s  rat-catcher;  controlled  where  possible. 


Salvage 


The  results  of  the  year’s  collection  are  summarised  below: 


Material 

Tons 

cwt. 

qrs. 

lb. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper 

. . 162 

5 

0 

0 

1,000 

17 

3 

Rags . . 

. . 6 

3 

0 

20 

153 

19 

5 

Ferrous  metals 

. . 16 

5 

0 

0 

79 

5 

0 

Non-ferrous  metals 

• • 3 

0 

0 

18 

336 

0 

10 

187 

13 

I 

10 

£1.570 

2 

6 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 


Month 

Nu 

mber  of  loads  remo 

ved 

Private 

Local  Authority 

Total 

January 

46 

I 

47 

February 

26 

I 

27 

March 

62 

10 

72 

April  . . 

95 

9 

104 

May  . . 

114 

48 

162 

June 

45 

63 

loS 

July 

76 

62 

129 

August 

92 

97 

189 

September  . . 

77 

49 

126 

October 

79 

II 

90 

November 

44 

5 

49 

December 

37 

16 

53 

793 

372 

1,165 

The  Council  has  one  cesspool  emptier  which  was  able  to  satisf}'^  all 
requests  from  householders. 
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INDUSTRIES 

The  numbers  engaged  in  tire  main  varied  industries  located  in  the 
District  are  given  in  the  table  on  this  page. 

Hop-pickers’  Camps 

Conditions  were  generally  good  although  the  weather  was  not  very 
kind. 

The  trend  of  using  machines  rather  than  resident  pickers  is  con- 
tinuing. Local  pickers  are  utilised  whenever  possible,  either  solely  or 
to  supplement  machines. 

The  medical  service  provided  by  Messrs.  Guinness  Hop  Farms,  Ltd., 
was  well  maintained  and  much  appreciated. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  the  general  health  was 
good. 


NUMBERS  ENGAGED  IN  THE  MAIN  INDUSTRIES 


At  31st  December,  1956 
Male  Female  Total 

At  31st 
December 

1955 

Total 

Bakery 

29 

16 

45 

49 

Beach  works 

49 

I 

50 

50 

Building  trade 

420 

9 

429 

428 

Cattle  market 

II 

3 

14 



Concrete  works 

70 

6 

76 

137 

Egg  packing  station 

19 

20 

39 

34 

Engineering  works  . . 

232 

28 

260 

277 

Fencing  contractors 

23 

2 

25 

24 

Flour  mills  . . 

51 

19 

70 

66 

Gypsum  mines 

585 

15 

600 

600 

Hop  gardens  (permanent  staff — Guinness’s) 

122 

5 

127 

123 

Jam  factory.  . 

16 

43 

59 

51 

Joinery  works 

26 

— 

26 

24 

Laundries 

14 

51 

65 

63 

Oil  refining  . . 

4 

— 

4 

4 

Printing  works 

3 

— 

3 

4 

Public  contractors 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Sawmills 

fi? 

0 

69 

75 

Sports  goods  manufacturers 

27 

12 

39 

44 

Sports  ground  contractors 

24 

2 

26 

21 

Wooden  toy  manufacturers 

14 

19 

33 

33 

A significant  decline  in  employees  is  noted  in  connection  with  concrete  woiks, 
otherwise  the  employment  figures  in  the  various  industries  are  similar  to  1955. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Twelve  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  were  made 
during  the  year,  resulting  in  one  notice  being  served  under  Section  9. 
This  was  complied  with  by  the  end  of  1956. 

There  are  no  outworkers  under  Section  no  (i)  (c)  in  this  District. 
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HOUSING 

The  following  information  is  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health : 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 265 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  . . 1,169 

(ii)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925, 
and  1932  . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  . . 61 1 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . . . . . . . . . . 29 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 236 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authori- 
ity  or  their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . 95 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

{A)  Proceedings  tmder  Sections  9,  10  mid  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

[b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  acquired  and  subsequently 

rendered  fit  by  the  Local  Authority  . . . . . . Nil 
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[B)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 8 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(а)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . . . Nil 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owner  . . Nil 

[C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : 

(i)  Number  of  Representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  . . . . . . -29 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . i 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 

takings were  accepted  from  owners: 

(a)  To  render  the  house  fit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

[b)  As  to  usage  other  than  for  human  habitation  33 

(v)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 

takings were  accepted  from  owners  which  have  since 
been  made  fit  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

[D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . . Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  . . Nil 

[E)  Proceedings  under  Section  5 of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954. 

Demolition  Orders  rescinded  following  reconstruction  . . 4 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1949,  SECTION  20,  IMPROVEMENT 

GRANTS,  1956 

Properties  investigated  in  1956  for  Improvement  Grants.  . . . 143 

Applications  for  Grant  received  . . . . . . . . . . 78 

Applications  withdrawn  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Applications  refused  (properties  did  not  conform  to  standards  laid 
down)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Properties  approved  for  Grants  . . . . . . . . . . 68 

Properties  approved  for  Grants  but  awaiting  proper  water  supply  2 


Analysis  of  the  68  properties  where  grants  were  made  reveals  that: 


59  were  for  improvements  and  9 related  to  conversions. 
Owner/occupied  . . 

Dwellings  for  agricultural  workers 

Occupied  by  statutory  tenants,  or  vacant  and  intended  for 
letting 

Average  grant  per  dwelling  . . . . . . £284  8s. 

Total  amount  of  grants  made  in  1956  . . . . £19,340  los. 


19 

24 

25 

4d. 

4d. 


HOUSING 

PROVIDED 

BY  THE 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

1939  • • 

• • 433 

1951  . . 

895 

1946  . . 

• • 437 

1952  . . 

993 

1947  . . 

. . 540 

1953  • • 

. . 1,083 

1948  . . 

. . 698 

1954  • • 

..  1,117 

1949  . . 

• • 746 

1955  • • 

• • 1,203 

1950  . . 

• • 831 

1956  • • 

. . 1,275  plus  52  under 

construction. 


One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  applicants  were  rehoused  during 
1956  (actual  number  of  persons  393). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  409  applicants  were  on  the  Register. 

1,138  houses  have  main  water  supplies,  135  dwellings  have  other 
supplies  as  set  out  on  page.  32. 

Seventy-four  Council  houses  do  not  have  water  closets. 

Thirteen  dwellings  on  the  Iden  estate  were  connected  to  the  main 
water  supply  and  provided  with  water  carriage  systems  in  1956. 
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Old  People’s  Bungalows 

There  are  many  elderly  persons  living  in  Council  and  privately 
owned  properties  too  large  and  inconvenient  to  keep  clean  and  heated. 
Many  would  be  delighted  to  have  small  compact  dwellings  with  modern 
amenities  in  the  same  area. 

The  lack  of  suitable  dwellings  of  this  type  forces  many  of  the.se  old 
folk  to  seek  accommodation  in  Old  Age  Homes,  the  cost  to  the  County 
Council  being  £5  is.  6d.  per  week  not  including  central  office  charges. 
Sick  cases  go  into  hospitals  where  they  are  rehabilitated  but  when  fit  for 
discharge  must  perforce  stay  on  because  there  is  no  suitable  accommo- 
dation to  offer  them.  This  is  an  expensive  alternative,  viz  £10  i8s.  od. 
per  in-patient  week  at  St.  Helen’s  Hospital,  Hastings. 

The  cost  of  the  average  Subsidy  receiv'ed  from  the  Central 
Exchequer  is  6/6d.  per  week  per  dwelling.  The  cost  to  the  Council  may 
be  nil  but  would  not  exceed  ^lyd.  per  week  per  dwelling  depending 
on  the  amount  of  rent  rebate. 

I visualise  that  where  these  bungalows  are  built  in  sufficiently  large 
blocks  there  will  be  a warden/nurse  type  who  will  keep  a watching  brief 
and  be  in  a position  to  assist  in  acute  illness  of  short  duration  not 
necessarily  related  to  old  age,  e.g.  “ colds  ”.  Smaller  units  will  rely  on 
the  District  Nurse  who  normally  lives  on  the  Housing  Estate. 

Old  people  living  alone  in  three-bedroomed  Council  houses  should 
be  requested  by  the  Housing  Committee  to  move  to  this  smaller  and 
more  suitable  accommodation  situated  in  the  same  parish,  thus  not 
only  relieving  themselves  of  a burden  but  doing  a service  to  the  com- 
munity in  making  a house  available  for  a family.  The  Council  would 
probably  think  it  right  under  these  circumstances  that  they  should  both 
arrange  and  bear  the  cost  of  removal. 

I am  not  in  favour  of  moving  old  people  about  for  the  sake  of 
administrative  tidiness  or  solely  because  their  hygienic  standards  are 
lowered.  The  old  persons  I have  in  mind  are  in  a half-way  category 
and  are  fit  enough,  both  mentally  and  physically,  to  enjoy  their  own 
homes  and  are  not  in  need  of  the  extra  care  and  attention  given  in  an 
old  aged  home  or  the  long-stay  hospital. 

This  is  a half-way  house  where  they  can  spend  their  days  in  reason- 
able comfort  doing  their  domestic  chores  themselves,  a home  help  service 
being  available  when  necessary,  virtually  independent  but  nevertheless 
close  to  relatives  and  friends  without  being  an  encumbrance  to  them  or 
under  a sense  of  obligation  for  domestic  assistance. 

They  would  still  be  able  to  lead  a full  communal  life  with  a sense 
of  belonging,  content  in  the  basic  pleasures  of  having  their  own  homes 
and  being  surrounded  by  their  possessions  which  have,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  become  such  a part  of  themselves. 

I feel  sure  that  under  these  ideal  circumstances  old  people  in  general 
could  still  make  a worthwhile  contribution  to  family  life  and  in  so  doing 
relieve  much  of  the  tension  engendered  by  present  methods  involving 
painful,  forced  separation  to  institutions. 
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Rents  and  Arrears 


The  integrity  and  stability  of  the  present-day  Council-house  tenant 


is  exemplified  by  the  following  table: 
Year  ending 

31st  March,  1951 

Total  rent 
eollcctible 

£ s.  d. 

43.238  8 I 

Percentage 
of  arrears 

.29 

31st  March,  1952 

52,393  12  10 

M 

0 

31st  March,  1953 

58,755  2 5 

.004 

31st  March,  1954 

66,918  9 10 

.02 

31st  March,  1955  . . 

70,307  7 6 

•05 

31st  March,  1956 

76,274  2 9 

.06 

31st  March,  1957 

. . 

96,711  7 II 

.05S 

Rent  Rebate  Scheme 

During  the  year  under  review,  rentals  were  raised  to  an  economic 
level  and  in  order  to  obviate  any  cases  of  hardship  the  Council  operated 
a Rent  Rebate  Scheme  which  resulted  in  a collective  rebate  of  about 
15,200  in  the  financial  year. 


Local  Authority  Housing  and  Television 

There  has  been  much  mud  slung  at  the  families  who  buy  television 
sets  when  their  economic  position  does  not  warrant  an  expenditure  of 
this  magnitude. 

This  is  fundamentally  fair  criticism  although  the  purchasers  are  not 
wholly  to  be  blamed.  In  these  days  of  high  wages  the  initial  payment 
for  hire  purchase  is  not  too  difficult  to  achieve  but  the  constant  monthly 
drain  is  not  so  easy  to  visualise  and  is  thrust  into  the  background 
against  the  desirability  of  having  such  a novel  form  of  entertainment  in 
one’s  own  home  and  emulating  the  next  door  neighbour.  The  possibility 
of  future  hardship  is  therefore  glossed  over.  However,  provided  the 
hardship  does  not  extend  to  restricting  the  intake  of  essential  foods  by 
children  and  adolescents,  the  end  results  may  prove  to  hav'e  been  of 
some  benefit. 

The  advent  of  television  in  the  home  coincided  with  larger  wage 
packets  and  more  leisure.  It  is  generally  accepted  that  these  two 
factors  in  themselves  may  have  an  adverse  effect  on  adolescents  unless 
this  new  found  leisure  can  be  utilised  within  the  home  or  canalised 
elsewhere,  as  in  Youth  Clubs,  etc. 

The  educational  aspect  of  some  programmes  could  be  a minor 
stimulant  to  the  few.  The  general  entertainment  may  not  be  of  a high 
level  but  it  is  preferable  to  other  avenues  open  to  the  headstrong 
adolescent  with  too  much  money. 
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There  are  adverse  effects  to  be  noted  in  families  where  the  dis- 
cipline is  lax  and  children  of  school  age  stay  up  late  and  are  too  tired  to 
benefit  from  school  activities  the  next  day.  These  families  need  to  be 
educated  and  informed  of  their  responsibilities,  in  many  cases  it  is  over- 
indiilgence  engendered  by  ignorance. 

The  lure  of  television  in  the  home  is  such  that  many  older  children 
are  kept  off  the  streets  some  nights  at  least  and  perforce  remain  within 
the  family  circle.  I think  it  is  unanimously  agreed  that  the  family 
group  should  be  nurtured  and  strengthened  where  possible,  and  when 
this  era  is  studied  in  retrospect  it  may  be  considered  on  balance  that 
this  invention  has  been  an  influence  for  good. 


NEW  DWELLINGS 
New  Dwellings  Erected  during  1956: 

(a)  By  fhe  Council: 

Battle  (Aston  Fields) 

Salehurst  (Heathfield  Gardens) 

(b)  By  private  enterprise 

(c)  By  East  Sussex  County  Council 
Conversions  to  dwelling-houses 


30  houses 
16  flats 

22  houses 
4 flats 

64  houses 

2 houses  for  Nurses 

23  new  units 


Dwellings  in  Course  of  Erection,  31st  December,  1956: 

(a)  By  the  Council  . . . . . . . . 52  houses 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  . . . . . . 32  houses 


COMPARATIVE  TABLE— PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  AND 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Private  E 

Enterprise 

Local  Authority 

New  dwellings 

Conversions 

1949  

54 

7 

48 

1950  

37 

9 

85 

1951  

25 

13 

64 

1952  

37 

13 

98 

1953  

86 

6 

90 

1954  

90 

14 

48 

1955  

76 

8 

73 

1936  

64 

23 

72 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS— COASTAL  AREAS 

Rigorous  enforcement  of  the  Public  Health  Act  has  been  necessary 
to  preserve  the  health  of  the  people  who  have  been  attracted  to  this 
delightful  coast. 

Caravans  were  recorded  on  entry  and  kept  under  observation 
throughout  their  stay. 
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VISITS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  DURING  1956 

Subject: 

Drainage  and  sewage  disposal  . . . . . . ..  1,294 

Water  supplies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503 

Milk  and  dairies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Building  inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,416 

Hop-pickers’  dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Infectious  diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155 

Food  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 175 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  . . . . . . . . . . 558 

Improvement  Grants . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  611 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Nuisances  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184 

Verminous  premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Factories  and  workshops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 588 

Public  Cleansing  . . . . . . . . . . 82 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374 

6,148 


Total 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  Council  employ  one  rat-catcher,  trained  to  use  modern  methods, 
and  this  man’s  work  has  proved  most  effective. 

Permanent  baiting  points  are  maintained  at  the  principal  refuse 
tips,  and  the  public  sewers  are  treated  annually  in  accordance  with  the 
routine  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  results  of  the  operator’s  work 
during  the  twelve  months  ending  31st  March,  I957: 


Type 

OF  Proper' 

rv 

Local 

.Vuthority 

Dwell- 

ing 

houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
business 
and 

industrial) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

2 ’ 

10,-55 1 

I.IOl 

1. 391 

13.065 

II.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected by  the  Local 
Authorit}'  as  a result  of 
(a)  notification 
{b)  Survey  under  the 
Act 

(c)  otherwise 

(«)  -2 

130 

5 

^9 

166 

[b)  18 

03 

94 

15 

190 

F)  - 

— 

— 

175 

175 

III.  Number  of  properties 
(under  II)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats 

Major  10 

2 

r 

3 

16 

Minor  9 

122 

2 

^5 

1.58 

IV.  Number  of  properties  (un- 
der II)  found  to  be  in- 
fested by  mice 

-Major  — 

I 

— 

4 

5 

Minor  — 

2<-) 

1 

13 
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V.  Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (under  III  and 
IV)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

10 

97 

45 

154 
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METEOROLOGY 

Rainfall  Figures  taken  at  Battle  Water  Works 

1956  1955 

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  151  151 

Longest  period  of  drought  . . 17  days  19  days 

Period  of  drought  ..  7th-23rd  February  9th-27th  April 

(inclusive)  (inclusive) 


Comparison  with  previous  years  is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Year 

Total  rainfall 

1947  

28. 1 inches 

1948  

28.5  inches 

1949  

27.3  inches 

1950  

32 . 1 inches 

1951  

45 . 0 inches 

1952  

35 . 1 inches 

1953  

26. 1 inches 

1954  

37 . 0 inches 

1955  

32 . 7 inches 

1956  

30.0  inches 

Temperature 

recorded  temperature  for  1956  . . 

85°  on  26th  July  and 
23rd  August. 

recorded  temperature  for  1956  . . 

. . 2°  on  3rd  February. 

